Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

Claim 2 (currently amdended): AThe support for a survey rod as r e cit e d in claim 1 , 
wher e i nw hich comprises : 
a grip; 

a first leg rotatablv attached to said grip: 
a second leg rotatablv attached to said grip; 
a means for slidablv mounting said grip: 

a means for extending and retracting said first leg and said second leg: 
a means for mounting said extending and retracting means: and 
a releasable means for fastening said means for mounting said extending and 
retracting means. 

said means for fast e ning said m e ans for moxmting said e xt e nding and retracting 
m e ans is r e l e asablo. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A support for a survey rod, which comprises: 

a grip containing an aperture; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 
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a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a first spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end of said 
first spring rod attached to said first leg below the point of rotation for said first leg; 

a second spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end of 
said second spring rod attached to said second leg below the point of rotation for said 
second leg; and 

a collar having an aperture and also a releasable fastener, said collar being 
attached to the first end of said first spring rod and to the first end of said second spring 
rod with the second end of said first spring rod being farther from an axis running 
between said collar and said grip than is the first end of said first spring rod and v^th the 
second end of said second spring rod being farther fi:om thean axis running between said 
collar and said grip than is the first end of said second spring rod. 
Claim 4 (original): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 3, wherein: 

said first spring rod is resilient; and 

said second spring rod is resilient. 
Claim 5 (currently amended): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 4, 

wherein: 

^ie-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

tbe-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 5, 

wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting tbe-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 4, 

wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting fee-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 3, 

wherein: 

the-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

the— attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 
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Claim 9 (currently amended): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 8, 

wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 3, 
wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting Sie-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The support for a survey rod as recited in claim 3, 
wherein: 

said first spring rod is rigid; 

Sie-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 
the-attachment of said first spring rod to said collar is a rotatable attachment; 
said second spring rod is rigid; 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment; and 

fee-attachment of said second spring rod to said collar is a rotatable attachment. 
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Claim 12 (currently amended): A support for a survey rod, which comprises: 
a grip containing an aperture; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said first 
leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said first leg is 
extended, thereby limiting the extension of said first leg; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said 
second leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said 
second leg is extended, thereby limiting the extension of said second leg; 

a first resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end 
of said first resilient spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the point of 
rotation for said first leg; 

a second resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second 
end of said second resient spring rod rotatably attached to said second leg below the point 
of rotation for said second leg; and 

a collar having an aperture and also a releasable fastener, said collar being 
attached to the first end of said first resilient spring rod and to the first end of said second 
resilient spring rod with the second end of said first spring rod being farther fi-om an axis 
running between said collar and said grip than is the first end of said first spring rod and 
with the second end of said second spring rod being farther from thean axis running 
between said collar and said grip than is the first end of said second spring rod. 
Claim 13 (original); A support for a survey rod, which comprises: 
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a grip containing an aperture; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a first rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end of 
said first rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the point of rotation for 
said first leg; 

a second rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end v^th the second end 
of said second rigid spring rod attached to said second leg below the point of rotation for 
said second leg; and 

a collar having an aperture and also a releasable fastener, said collar being 
rotatably attached to the first end of said first rigid spring rod and to the first end of said 
second rigid spring rod v^th the second end of said first spring rod being farther firom an 
axis running between said collar and said grip than is the first end of said first spring rod 
and with the second end of said second spring rod being farther fi-om thean axis running 
between said collar and said grip than is the first end of said second spring rod. 
Claim 14 (currently amended): A support fe rin combination vsdth a survey rod, 
which comprises: 

a survey rod; 

a grip slidably mounted on said survey rod; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 
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a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a first spring rod having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first 
spring rod attached to said survey rod below said grip and with the second end of said 
first spring rod attached to said first leg below the point of rotation for said first leg; 

a second spring rod having a first end and a second end with t he first end of said 
second spring rod attached to said survey rod below said grip^-and with the second end of 
said second spring rod attached to said second leg below the point of rotation for said 
second leg^ with the second end of said first spring rod being farther firom on axis running 
betw ee n said collar and said gri psurvev rod than is the first end of said first spring rod^ 
and with the second end of said second spring rod being farther fi'om an axis running 
betw ee n said collar and said ^fi psurvev rod than is the first end of said second spring rod. 
Claim 15 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 14, wherein: 

said first spring rod is resilient; and 

said second spring rod is resilient. 
Claim 16 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 15, wherein: 

the-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 


AMENDMENT 


Page 9 of 29 


Claim 17 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 163, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 18 (currently amended): The support fe fin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 15, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting #ie-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The support fi& fin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 14, wherein: 

the-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 19, wherein: 
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the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting tfee-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): The support fe fin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 14, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting Ae-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 14, wherein: 

said first spring rod is rigid; 

Sie-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 
the-attachment of said first spring rod to said survey rod is a rotatable attachment; 
said second spring rod is rigid; 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment; and 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said survey rod is a rotatable 
attachment. 
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Claim 23 (currently amended): The support f win combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 14, wherein 

tfee-attachment of said first spring rod to said survey rod is a releasable 
attachment; and 

tfee-attachment of said second spring rod to said survey rod is a releasable 
attachment. 

24, A support fe rin combination with a survey rod, which comprises: 
a survey rod; 

a grip slidably moxmted on said survey rod; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a first spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end of said 
first spring rod attached to said first leg below the point of rotation for said first leg; 

a second spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end of 
said second spring rod attached to said second leg below the point of rotation for said 
second leg; and 

a collar attached to said survey rod below said grip, said collar also being attached 
to the first end of said first spring rod and to the first end of said second spring rod with 
the second end of said first spring rod being farther firom an axis ruiming between said 
collar and said grip than is the first end of said first spring rod and with the second end of 
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said second spring rod being farther from theaa axis running between said collar and said 
grip than is the first end of said second spring rod. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The support fe fin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 24, wherein: 

said first spring rod is resilient; and 
said second spring rod is resilient. 
Claim 26 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 25, wherein: 

fee-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

fee— attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 

Claim 27 (currently amended): The support fe fin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 26, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting fee-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, feereby limiting fee-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination wife a survey rod as 
recited in claim 25, wherein: 

fee first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, feereby limiting fee-extension of said first leg; and 
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the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The support ie rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 24, wherein: 

the-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

^le-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 

Claim 30 (currently amended): The support fe f in combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 29, wherein: 

the first end of said furst leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting ^e-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 3 1 (currently amended): The support fe f in combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 24, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting Sie-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said 
second leg. 
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Claim 32 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 24, wherein: 

said first spring rod is rigid; 

the-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 
Sie-attachment of said first spring rod to said collar is a rotatable attachment; 
said second spring rod is rigid; 

fee-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment; and 

fee-attachment of said second spring rod to said collar is a rotatable attachment. 
Claim 33 (currently amended): The support fe fin combination wife a survey rod as 
recited in claim 24, wherein: 

fee attachment of said collar to said survey rod is releasable. 
Claim 34 (currently amended): The support ie rni combination wife a survey rod as 
recited in claim 33, wherein: 

said first spring rod is resilient; and 
said second spring rod is resilient. 
Claim 35 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 344, wherein: 

the-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 


AMENDMENT 


Page 15 of 29 


Claim 36 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 35, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting ^le-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 37 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 34, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting Sie-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
agamst said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting tfie-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 38 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 33, wherein: 

the-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 

and 

the— attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment. 
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Claim 39 (currently amended): The support fe rin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 38, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 40 (currently amended): The support fe fin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 33, wherein: 

the first end of said first leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against 
said grip as said first leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; and 

the first end of said second leg has a bevel that rotates toward and eventually 
against said grip as said second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said 
second leg. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): The support fe fin combination with a survey rod as 
recited in claim 33, wherein: 

said first spring rod is rigid; 

Sie-attachment of said first spring rod to said first leg is a rotatable attachment; 
the-attachment of said first spring rod to said collar is a rotatable attachment; 
said second spring rod is rigid; 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said second leg is a rotatable 
attachment; and 

the-attachment of said second spring rod to said collar is a rotatable attachment. 
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Claim 42 (currently amended): A support fe rin combination with a survey rod, 
which comprises: 

a survey rod; 

a grip slidably mounted on said survey rod; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said first 
leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said first leg is 
extended, thereby limiting the extension of said first leg; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said 
second leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said 
second leg is extended, thereby limiting the extension of said second leg; 

a first resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end with the first end of 
said first resilient spring rod attached to said survey rod below said grip and with the 
second end of said first resilient spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the 
point of rotation for said first leg; and 

a second resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end the first end of 
said second resilient spring rod attached to said survey rod below said grip and with the 
second end of said second resilient spring rod rotatably attached to said second leg below 
the point of rotation for said second leg with the second end of said first spring rod being 
farther from said survey rod than is the first end of said first spring rod and with the 
second end of said second spring rod being farther from said survey rod than is the first 
end of said second spring rod. 
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Claim 43 (currently amended): A support fe rin combination with a survey rod, 
which comprises: 

a svirvey rod; 

a grip slidably mounted on said survey rod; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a first rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end with the first end of 
said first rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said survey rod below said grip and with 
the second end of said first rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the 
point of rotation for said first leg; and 

a second rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end the first end of said 
second rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said survey rod below said grip and with the 
second end of said second rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said second leg below the 
point of rotation for said second leg wdth the second end of said first spring rod being 
farther from said survey rod than is the first end of said first spring rod and with the 
second end of said second spring rod being farther firom said survey rod than is the first 
end of said second spring rod. 

Claim 44 (currently amended): A support fe rin combination vsdth a survey rod, 
which comprises: 

a survey rod; 

a grip slidably mounted on said survey rod; 
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a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said first 
leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said first leg is 
extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said 
second leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said 
second leg is extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said second leg; 

a first resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end 
of said first resilient spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the point of 
rotation for said first leg; 

a second resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second 
end of said second resilient spring rod rotatably attached to said second leg below the 
point of rotation for said second leg; and 

a collar attached to said survey rod below said grip, said collar also being attached 
to the first end of said first resilient spring rod and to the first end of said second resilient 
spring rod with the second end of said first spring rod being farther fi-om said survey rod 
than is the first end of said first spring rod and with the second end of said second spring 
rod being farther from said survey rod than is the first end of said second spring rod. 
Claim 45 (currently amended): A support fe fin combination with a survey rod, 
which comprises: 

a survey rod; 

a grip slidably mounted on said survey rod; 


AMENDMENT 


Page 20 of 29 


a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a first rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end of 
said first rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the point of rotation for 
said first leg; 

a second rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end 
of said second rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said second leg below the point of 
rotation for said second leg; and 

a collar attached to said survey rod below said grip, said collar also being 
rotatably attached to the first end of said first rigid spring rod and to the first end of said 
second rigid spring rod with the second end of said first spring rod being farther fi-om 
said survey rod than is the first end of said first spring rod and with the second end of 
said second spring rod being farther from said survey rod than is the first end of said 
second spring rod. 

Claim 46 (currently amended): A support fe fin combination with a survey rod, 
which comprises: 

a survey rod; 

a grip slidably mounted on said survey rod; 

a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said first 
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leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said first leg is 
extended, thereby limiting the-extension of said first leg; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip and also with the first end of said 
second leg having a bevel that rotates toward and eventually against said grip as said 
second leg is extended, thereby limiting fee-extension of said second leg; 

a first resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end 
of said first resilient spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the point of 
rotation for said first leg; 

a second resilient spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second 
end of said second resilient spring rod rotatably attached to said second leg below the 
point of rotation for said second leg; and 

a collar releasably attached to said survey rod below said grip, said collar also 
being attached to the first end of said first resilient spring rod and to the first end of said 
second resilient spring rod with the second end of said first spring rod being farther from 
said survey rod than is the first end of said first spring rod and with the second end of 
said second spring rod being farther from said survey rod than is the first end of said 
second spring rod. 

Claim 47 (currently amended): A support fe rin combination with a survey rod, 
which comprises: 

a survey rod; 

a grip slidably moxmted on said survey rod; 
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a first leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said first leg 
rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a second leg having a first end and a second end with the first end of said second 
leg rotatably attached at a point of rotation to said grip; 

a first rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end of 
said first rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said first leg below the point of rotation for 
said first leg; 

a second rigid spring rod having a first end and a second end with the second end 
of said second rigid spring rod rotatably attached to said second leg below the point of 
rotation for said second leg; and 

a collar releasably attached to said survey rod below said grip, said collar also 
being rotatably attached to the first end of said first rigid spring rod and to the first end of 
said second rigid spring rod with the second end of said first spring rod being farther 
from said survey rod than is the first end of said first spring rod and with the second end 
of said second spring rod being farther from said survey rod than is the first end of said 
second spring rod. 


AMENDMENT 


Page 23 of 29 


